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SUBJ: SIKKIM DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS, ALL THIRTY-TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
SIKKIM ASSEMBLY HAVE BEEN IN NEW DELHI CALLING ON TOP GOI 
OFEICIALS, INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTER, SENIOR CABINET 
MINISTERS, THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 

2. ON JULY 10, THE LEGISLATORS CALLED ON MRS. GANDHI, 

WHO IS WIDELY REPORTED IN THIS MORNING'S PRESS AS 
ASSURING THEM THAT SIKKIM'S "INDIVIDUALITY" WILL BE 
PRESERVED; THAT INDIA HAS WELCOMED THE UNFOLDING OF THE 
"NEW GREAT EXPERIMENT" OF DEMOCRACY IN SIKKIM, WHICH HAS 
RESULTED EROM THE REALIZATION AMONG SIKKIM'S PEOPLE 
THAT THE KINGDOM CANNOT LIVE IN ISOLATION OF THE "WINDS 
OF CHANGE" IN THE OUTSIDE WORLD; THAT IT IS NOW FOR THE 
LEADERS AND PEOPLE OE SIKKIM TO VISUALIZE WHAT KIND OF SIKKIM 
THEY WANT; AND THAT INDIA'S "SYMPATHY", "COOPERATION" 

AND "GOOD NEIGHBORLINESS" WILL BE OFFERED TO SIKKIM IN 
ITS DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. 

3. SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE LEGISLATORS, CHIEF MINISTER 
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"IMMEDIATE" PROBLEM FACING SIKKIM WILL BE TO DRAFT A NEW 
CONSTITUTION. THIS INDICATION THAT A NEW OR REVISED 
CONSTITUTION MAY BE IN THE OFFING - WITH INDIAN ACQUIES- 
CENCE - IS ALSO HINTED AT IN THEPRESS REPORTS ON THE 
MEETING WITH SWARAN SINGH, WHO IS QUOTED AS ASSURING THE 
LEGISLATORS THAT INDIA WILL ASSIST SIKKIM IN IMPLEMENTING 
THE "GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM BILL", WHICH HAS BEEN WIDELY 
REFERRED TO AS THE "CONSTITUTION BILL" HERETOFORE. 

SCHNEIDER 
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